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2 September 2009 

Dear Chief Executive 

I wrote in September last year to ask Authorities to consider adapting a 'Yellow and Red 
card approach to licensing reviews. I am writing again to see what use has been made of this 
approach and to encourage those who have not done so, to think about how the licensing 
review powers under the Licensing A d  2003 (the 2003 Ad) can best be used to tackle 
problem premises. 

I explained then that the evaluation of the impad of the 2003 Act found that the extensive 
powers under the A d  were not always being used. In particular, in some areas, there was a 
reluctance among responsible authorities to review licences and seek revocations without 
very strong evidence. 

Since then, we have worked hard at regional seminars to encourage the police and trading 
standards officers to be more pro-active in seeking early reviews of premises causing 
problems in communities. Where reviews have been sought, the yellow and red card 
approach represents a tough response by licensing committees where it is found that the 
premises are failing to promote one or more of the four statutory licensing objectives. At 
the same time, it provides an opportunity to reform. A yellow card involves the imposition 
of tough new conditions that are appropriate to the problems a t  issue (for example, sales of 
alcohol to children) together with the warning that if a further review is necessary and 
matters have not improved, the premises lieence would be revoked. 

It is important that any "yellow card should be highly visible in the community and send a 
clear message to alcohol retailers, and the public, that action will be taken against those who 
act contrary to the licensing objectives and the law. It can make an important contribution 
to the community's confidence in their licensing committees. 
















