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1. Is the increase for service users for ASC (page 11) 
consistent with previous years (i.e. cyclical across 
the year) or a reflection of an aging population?

It’s not cyclical.  There are inevitably new users 
admitted but this is offset through deaths etc. We 
have had 14 admissions in a short period which is 
unusual (we have audited every case to ensure that 
all admissions are appropriate and they are).  

Over time the increase may be offset as is often the 
case.  Over time this trend does not appear 
significant.  

2. I understand that there are elements of transport 
(page 11) that the Council must provide for children 
but what have we done/are doing to ensure we 
provide in the most cost effective way?

The needs of the cohort drive costs (e.g. some 
children can travel with others, some cannot, some 
need chaperones, others do not).  We look for the 
most cost effective way of meeting need but as 
indicated above, this can be limited by nature of 
need.

3. Why are costs associated with SEN tribunal cases 
(page 13/14) increasing?



The number of Tribunal cases have increased both 
locally and nationally.  By Q2 this year, we have 
the same number as we had for the whole of last 
year.  

As a Tribunal is a legal process, the Council needs 
to ensure it has adequate legal representation and 
this incurs a cost.

In light of the increase number of cases, we are 
looking at how we best respond.

4. On pages 16/17 what does “Deprivation of Living 
Standards” in the legal box mean?

The text should read Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards.  For members who may not be too 
familiar with this issue, a link is included below that 
explains what this means.

https://www.scie.org.uk/mca/dols/at-a-
glance#authorised

https://www.scie.org.uk/mca/dols/at-a-glance#authorised
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