










u o nSupporting    e tStatement    

On behalf of Stamford Stone Co Ltd 

For a Proposed Permanent Diversion to Bridleway E135 

November 2018 

APPENDIX C



Stamford Stone Co Ltd Clipsham Quarry 
Proposed Permanent Diversion to Bridleway E135 

Contents 

1 Introduction 1 

2 Background 1 

3 Proposed Diversion 2 

4 Conclusions 3 

APPENDIX 1 – Appeal Decision 

APPENDIX 2 – Letter on Behalf of Landowners 

APPENDIX C



Stamford Stone Co Ltd  Clipsham Quarry 
  Proposed Permanent Diversion to Bridleway E135 
 

1 
 

 

1 Introduction  

1.1.1 This document is the Supporting Statement, on behalf of Stamford Stone Co Ltd (The 

Company), for a proposed permanent diversion to bridleway E135. 

1.1.2 The purpose of this statement is to provide Rutland County Council with the 

information required to assess and process an application to divert Public Bridleway 

E135 under Section 257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. The permanent 

diversion of the bridleway is necessary as the legal route of E135 hasn’t been able to 

be used in a number of years and also to allow further mineral extraction to take 

place in relation to a proposed southern extension to Clipsham Quarry, which is 

intended to be submitted to the Council by the end of March 2019.  

1.1.3 The primary purpose of the proposed southern extension is to provide for an 

extension to the quarry in order to release further building stone reserves. The 
extension would make available reserves that would replace those which have now 

been exhausted within the existing working area. The building stone quarried from 

Clipsham has an exceptional reputation as a technically and aesthetically superior 
limestone that has been used and continues to be used in many prestigious 

applications. 

1.1.4 The definitive route of Bridleway E135 runs in a north to south direction across the 
permitted operational area of the quarry and, as such, its usage is impractical until 

quarrying and restoration has been completed. The original (definitive) route of 

Bridleway E135 and the proposed permanent diversion of Bridleway E135 are shown 

on the enclosed plan ref: HPL/PROW/001. 

2 Background 

2.1.1 In order to appreciate and explain the reasoning and approach to the proposed 

permanent diversion it is useful to refer to the following events: 

· September 1990 - Planning Permission for an extension to Clipsham Quarry 

was granted (Planning Application Ref: 89/0282/9).  

· 1991 - An application for the temporary diversion of Bridleway E135 was 

submitted to Leicestershire County Council.  

· July 1992 - A Temporary Diversion Order of Bridleway E135 was granted 

following a Public Inquiry (Inspector’s Report Ref: FPS/J2400/5/11). A copy of 

the Inspector’s Report is provided at Appendix 1.  

APPENDIX C



Stamford Stone Co Ltd Clipsham Quarry 
Proposed Permanent Diversion to Bridleway E135 

2 

· 9th August 1993 - The order came into effect for a period of six years.

· 9th August 1999 - The Temporary Diversion Order expired.

· March 2006 - a Planning Application was submitted to further extend the

operational area of Clipsham Quarry (Planning Application Ref:

FUL/2006/0306/CC). Planning Permission granted 2008.

· February 2012 - An application for the temporary diversion of Bridleway E135

was submitted to Rutland County Council – never determined.

3 Proposed Diversion 

3.1.1 The present situation is that the definitive route of Bridleway E135 remains 

unavailable and unsuitable for reinstatement due to current and proposed site 

operations. This is as a consequence of mineral operations at Clipsham Quarry which 

have involved mineral extraction taking place across the route of the public Bridleway 

E135 as permitted in a 2006-planning permission for the site (ref. 

FUL/2006/0306/CC).  As set out above, the first Temporary Diversion Order of 

Bridleway E135 was granted following a Public Inquiry in July 1992 (Inspectors Report 

Ref FPS/J2400/5/11). 

3.1.2 Upon expiry of the Temporary Diversion Order in August 1999 the legal line of the 
Bridleway technically returned to its original position.  However, the use of the 

definitive/legal Bridleway route remains impractical until quarrying of the site is 

complete and final restoration has been implemented. Furthermore, as discussed 
above, a proposed Southern extension to Clipsham Quarry is proposed, which will 

further delay the reinstatement of E135 to its legal route. 

3.1.3 It is proposed that the permanent diversion route is on the same route as the previous 

diversions of Bridleway E135. This has provided an alternative route maintaining 

north-south connectivity through the quarry in a safe manner whilst Clipsham Quarry 

is an active mineral site.  The diversion crosses the active quarry, albeit at a 

significantly narrower crossing than the definitive route.  This has made crossing the 
quarry much safer. 

3.1.4 The diverted Bridleway passes through the existing quarry along the diverted route 

and south into the proposed extension area.  At present, the route runs immediately 

alongside Pickworth Great Wood.  This route has been used for a considerable period 

and would therefore appear to be acceptable to Bridleway users.   
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3.1.5 The route at present alongside Pickworth Great Wood appears therefore to be an 

acceptable alternative to the definitive route which intersects both the existing 

quarry and the proposed extension area.  The landowners are also in support of the 

proposed diversion in the field directly to the south of Clipsham Quarry (see attached 

letter at Appendix 2). 

3.1.6 In terms of the proposed southern extension to the quarry, it is proposed that the 

diverted bridleway will be separated from quarrying activities by a 3m soil bund and 

a 3m corridor will be left between the soil bund and Pickworth Great Wood.  

4 Conclusions 

4.1.1 The permanent diversion of Public Bridleway E135 under Section 257 of the Town 

and Country Planning Act 1990 is required in order to continue the diversion of the 

Bridleway along its current route.   

4.1.2 The proposed diversion route has been in operation for a number of years is 

considered preferable to the definitive/legal route, which cannot be used at present 

at is crosses a wide section of the quarry and the quarry access track from Bidwell 

Lane (as well as the proposed extension area). The applicant is willing to work with 
the Council to ensure that the permanent diversion route provided as part of the 

proposals will be safe, convenient, to an acceptable standard and easy to follow. 
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