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Section 2. Standards and quality of provision of Religious Education
How effectively does the SACRE, in partnership with the LA, evaluate standards and the quality of provision for RE in schools?
How effective are the strategies to improve standards and the quality of provision?

In principle, every pupil is entitled to RE of the highest quality. At its best, RE will be one of the most popular, relevant, stimulating and
truly educative elements in the curriculum. This potential gives SACREs both a benchmark for aspiration and a spur for action.
A core duty of a SACRE is to gain an overview of the quality of the RE provision in local authority maintained schools and to develop
effective strategies to promote the highest standards. SACREs may also request information from academies, academy chains and free
schools where they educate pupils from the LA which appointed SACRE. In the light of the current inspection culture of partnership and
self-evaluation, SACREs will need to adopt an astute and sensitive approach to achieve this overview.
Information to assist SACRE in carrying out its role is likely to come from a range of sources, which may include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

public examination results
reports from School Improvement Partners
analysing questionnaires
sharing of information from subject self-evaluation forms as appropriate, and in agreement with schools
feedback from professional development activities
presentations to SACRE from local teachers

The Guidance offers analysis and advice to support SACREs in reviewing their own effectiveness, their patterns of partnership, and their
strategies in relation to enhancing the quality of RE provision in local authority maintained schools. In addition, in the light of the
development of academies and other non-LA maintained schools, SACREs also need to take note of and respond appropriately to this
new diversified scenario. (In the ensuing pages, the phrase “academies etc” is used as shorthand to refer to all non-LA maintained
schools within a particular LA area.
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Key Area: 2a - RE provision across the LA. How effectively does the SACRE gain information about RE provision in schools and put in place
strategies to support the delivery of pupil entitlement?
have no routes by which SACRE can gain information about RE provision in schools.
Requires
improvement/struggling
A SACRE in this position would:
have little knowledge of which schools are fulfilling pupil entitlement in RE because local processes are
Developing
A SACRE with developing
insufficient to gather such information (e.g. a website trawl)
practice would:
have some knowledge of which schools are providing adequate time for effective learning in RE and have a
Established
scheme of work that enables them to deliver the AS. SACRE’s process for acquiring this information is
A SACRE with established
adequate but lacks coherence. Have limited opportunities to implement strategies in support of pupil
practice would:
entitlement. Ofsted reports are read and any comments on RE noted and brought to SACRE.
build upon a strong relationship with the LA, whereby the LA shares its information and from this SACRE
gains an overview of RE provision within the LA. It works effectively with the LA to support and promote
Advanced
A SACRE with advanced
pupil entitlement. Examples of different models for fulfilling pupil entitlement within local schools will be
practice would:
shared with all schools so that schools can have a menu from which to adapt an approach that delivers pupil
entitlement whilst meeting the specific needs and priorities of their schools.
Where are we and where do
we find evidence to support
this?
Key Area: 2b - Standards of achievement and public examination entries
How does SACRE use information about standards and examinations to target support and training for schools?
not be given any data to work from and has no professional support to investigate this at a local and national
Requires
level.
improvement/struggling
A SACRE in this position would:
have limited knowledge of standards in primary and secondary schools including examination entries. The
Developing
A SACRE with developing
SACRE has no clear strategy to address this and the local authority does not adequately invest in
practice would:
professional support for this. Analysis would be limited as would strategies to address issues.
have some process in place to find out how well learners are doing in KS 1-3, (e.g. by meeting teachers,
Established
A SACRE with established
pupils and through the LA). SACRE will be provided with adequate information about examination entries
practice would:
and standards in examinations in secondary schools and how these relate to national figures.
have robust processes with the LA whereby SACRE can gain accurate information about standards in
Advanced
A SACRE with advanced
schools and examination entries in all secondary schools, with useful analysis that enables it to address
practice would:
issues effectively in partnership with the LA.
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☐
☐

☐

☐

☐
☐
☐
☐

Where are we and where do
we find evidence to support
this?
Key Area: 2c - Quality of learning and teaching.
How well does SACRE use knowledge of quality of learning and teaching to target support appropriately?
not have any knowledge of quality of learning and teaching to target support from the LA and professional
Requires
support/adviser.
improvement/struggling
A SACRE in this position would:
have little knowledge of the quality of learning and teaching in the LA schools and therefore is unable to
Developing
provide appropriate challenge and support to the schools. The SACRE has no means to offer or
A SACRE with developing
recommend support to schools as there is little or no professional support in the LA working with the
practice would:
SACRE.
have some information regarding the quality of learning and teaching from a range of sources including
Established
contact with teachers and pupils. Limited analysis of this information is undertaken; however, this means
A SACRE with established
that SACRE’s attempts to improve learning and teaching have limited effect. Be able to circulate information
practice would:
about national courses and support mechanisms to schools
have a robust relationship with schools and the LA to gather meaningful information about the quality of
Advanced
learning and teaching in RE. This information is analysed to identify trends, areas of strength and areas for
A SACRE with advanced
development and SACRE draws on expertise in effective schools to support all schools in the LA. Advise
practice would:
the LA on the support that is needed and have access to professional support, linked to schools in need.
Where are we and where do
we find evidence to support
this?
Key Area: 2d Quality of interaction and communication with leadership and management of RE in schools
To what extent does SACRE have and pass on information that supports high quality RE in schools
not engage in communication with schools.
Requires
improvement/struggling
A SACRE in this position would:
have little communication with schools. It occasionally contacts schools with resources for RE and attends
Developing
A SACRE with developing
Headteachers meetings.
practice would:
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☐

☐

☐

☐

☐
☐

Established
A SACRE with established
practice would:
Advanced
A SACRE with advanced
practice would:
Where are we and where do
we find evidence to support
this?

have RE key messages communicated regularly into schools. Sends regular updates and information to
schools, headteachers and governors. SACRE discussions are used to enhance leadership and
management of RE in schools.
have a constructive relationship with senior leaders and subject managers in schools to develop the subject.

☐
☐

Key Area: 2e - Relations with academies and other non-LA maintained schools.

To what extent has a SACRE developed a proactive strategy in relation to academies and other non-LA maintained schools in its area?
Requires
improvement/struggling
A SACRE in this position would:
Developing
A SACRE with developing
practice would:
Established
A SACRE with established
practice would:
Advanced
A SACRE with advanced
practice would:
Where are we and where do
we find evidence to support
this?

not have the mechanisms and not have the knowledge of making contact.

have haphazard information about the RE situation in local academies etc, and little or no established
relationships and liaison with them. No serious attempt has been made to develop an overall strategy.
have made some effort to establish liaison with each academy etc and to keep updated SACRE’s
information about their RE situation and share their advice to these schools. By and large, academies cooperate with SACRE at this level. SACRE keeps under review the ongoing situation.
have a proactive policy of liaison with all academies, etc. and of sustaining a wider professional RE network
within the area. While the independence of academies, etc. is genuinely respected by SACRE, many
academies value this network and look to SACRE for ongoing advice and leadership in RE.
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☐
☐
☐
☐

Successes/ What are we good at?
Barriers to success
Areas for development/ Action points:
●

For the SACRE

●

For the LA

Date of review (1)
Date of review (2)
Date of review (3)
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ANNEX
The responsibilities of a Local Authority
The detailed rights and responsibilities of local authorities can be seen in full in RE in English Schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010.
This can be found at http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/re/guidance/
In brief, local authorities are legally required to:
●
establish a SACRE and appoint representatives to each of the four committees
●
establish an occasional body called an agreed syllabus conference (ASC)
●
institute a review of its locally agreed syllabus every five years
●
appoint members of the committees represented on the ASC
●
ensure that membership of Group/Committee A on the SACRE and ASC is broadly representative of the local area
●
take all reasonable steps to ensure that SACRE and ASC membership is representative

The responsibilities of a SACRE
The detailed rights and responsibilities of SACREs can be seen in full in RE in English Schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010.
This can be found at http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/re/guidance/
In brief, SACREs are legally required to:
●
advise the local authority on RE and collective worship
●
publish an annual report on their work
●
send the annual report to QCDA (or its successor body)
●
meet in public, unless confidential information is to be disclosed
●
make their minutes available to the local authority and make provision for public access to their agenda and reports
The Guidance also indicates that SACREs should, as a matter of good practice:
●
Monitor the provision for both RE and Collective Worship
●
Provide advice and support on RE and Collective Worship to schools
●
In partnership with the local authority, keep the locally agreed syllabus and provision in schools under review
●
Offer advice to the local authority
In addition, SACREs may:
●
Require their local authority to review the locally agreed syllabus
●
Decide to advise their local authority
●
Co-opt members who are not members of any of the four groups.
The Guidance also makes it clear that SACREs can and should make a strong contribution to the promotion of community cohesion in schools and in
the local community through their promotion of good quality RE and through their operation as a SACRE.
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